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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions/ and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system for 
decrypting encrypted audio sound, the system comprising: 

a hearing device adapted to receive the encrypted audio 
sound, decrypt the encrypted audio sound, and transmit 
signals corresponding to the decrypted audio sound to an 
acoustic transducer of the hearing device; and 

a key FOB adapted to transmit a decryption key to the 
hearing device, 

wherein the hearing device is adapted not to decrypt the 
encrypted audio sound without receipt of the decryption 
key, corresponding to the encrypted audio sound, from the 
key fob. 

2. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 

1 wherein the hearing device comprises a memory having the 
decryption key stored therein when the key FOB transmits the 
decryption key to the hearing device. 

3. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 

2 wherein the hearing device comprises means to delete the 
decryption key stored in the memory after a predetermined 
period of time. 
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4. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 
2 wherein the hearing device comprises a wireless receiver for 
receiving a wireless signal comprising the decryption key from 
the key FOB. 

5. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 
1 wherein the key FOB comprises a wireless transmitter for 
transmitting the decryption key to the hearing device. 

6. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 
5 wherein the key FOB comprises a biometric sensor. 

7. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 
€ wherein the biometric sensor comprises a fingerprint sensor. 

8. (Original) An encrypted audio decryption system as in claim 
5 wherein the key FOB comprises means for transmitting a 
plurality of different decryption keys, and means for 
periodically changing the decryption key transmitted to the 
hearing device. 

9. (Original) An audio hearing device comprising: 

a microphone; 

a system for decrypting encrypted audio sounds received 
at the microphone; and 

an acoustic transducer adapted to be placed at a user's 
ear, the acoustic transducer being connected to the 
decrypting system for transmitting decrypting audio 
sounds from the acoustic transducer to a user's ear, 
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wherein the decrypting system comprises a memory and a 
system for receiving and temporarily storing a decryption 
key in the memory, and wherein the decrypting system 
requires a predetermined decryption key in the memory in 
order for the decrypting system to decrypt the encrypted 
audio sounds. 

10. (Original) An audio hearing device as in claim 9 wherein 
the memory is volatile. 

11. (Original) An audio hearing device as in claim 10 wherein 
the system for decrypting encrypted audio sounds comprises a 
wireless receiver for receiving a signal having the decryption 
key. 

12. (Original) A method for decrypting encrypted audio sounds 
comprising steps of: 

receiving the encrypted audio sounds at a hearing device 
having an acoustic transducer at an ear of a user; 

receiving a decryption key by the hearing device; and 

decrypting the encrypted audio sounds by the hearing 
device if the decryption key matches a predetermined 
decryption key for the encrypted audio sounds. 

13. (Original) A method as in claim 12 wherein the step of 
receiving a decryption key comprises transmitting the 
decryption key from a key FOB carried by the user. 
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14. (Original) A method as in claim 13 wherein the step of 
transmitting the decryption key comprises the user actuating a 
biometric sensor on the key FOB, 

15. (Original) A method as in claim 12 further comprising 
storing the decryption key in a memory of the hearing device. 

16. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 15 further 
comprising deleting the decryption key stored in the memory 
upon a predetermined £**e event. . 

17. (Original) A method as in claim 16 wherein the step of the 
deleting the decryption key from the memory occurs 
periodically - 
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